did not think so. He had always distrusted, perhaps as the result of a certain doctrinaire prejudice, that sentimentality about " home," that very idea of <c home," which struck him as essentially middle-class. To the mischievous charm of soft, snug domesticity he attributed that kind of degeneracy, that tendency to put on flesh, that sleepiness, which he so often deplored in men older than himself. Deliberately, despite his taste for creature comforts, he had kept up the manner of life of the student; and he would have laughed at himself if it had ever occurred to him that, by way of a love-affair, he was seeking the commonplace cosiness which he thought it hygienic to deny himself.
He was just like a wayfarer here. He had just had a good lunch at an inn; and he enjoyed the favour of the hostesSj which did him no harm.
Germaine looked at him out of her beautiful, bright blue eyes, those speaking, caressing eyes of hers. She would be quite sure that she was in love with him if only she knew just what other women meant by love, or rather if she were better informed about the degree in which she was capable of it. Certainly she did not feel towards Gurau anything that resembled the passion which people wrote about. Yet she could see a kind of beauty in him.
The skin of his face was perhaps a little wrinkled, a little loose, a little ashen in colour. But his eyes were exquisitely tender when he looked at her and thought about her; full of fire and authority when he imagined himself at grips with other people ; and, above all, of a delightful shade of grey that made the blue of her own eyes seem very hard to her. He had a very mobile mouth, rather disillusioned and ironical; and a voice whose tone and inflection gave her almost continual pleasure. It was a pity that he did not shave more closely. His hair was turning prematurely grey; but the grey suited him.
Some day she would make him shave off that moustache of his, which was commonplace and meaningless. Clean shaven, and well shaven, he would have the air of an aristocrat of the old regime. He even had a fine head for an